in the spotted hyena, Crocuta crocuta, and up to 50 km/h (Halthenorth et al., 1979) in the striped hyena, Hyaena hyaena, In addition to previous studies on the body proportions and myology of hyenas (Spoor, 1985; Spoor & Badoux, 1986) Hildebrand (1976) , Dagg (1977) and Kingdon (1977) , but the present paper has the locomotion of this family as the main subject. Hildebrand, 1968 Hildebrand, , 1976 .
The lateral sequence is most stable for walking (Gray, 1944) and the lateral couplets are often used by long-legged mammals to avoid interference between the fore and hind limbs (Hildebrand, 1968) .
The difference of the second variable of the gait formula between C.
crocuta and H. hyaena can possibly be explained by the relatively longer limbs of the latter (Spoor, 1985) . Hyaenidae have relatively long fore (Spoor, 1985) . Kingdon (1977) and Dagg (1977) (Hildebrand, 1980) . fig. 3 ).
